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ABSTRACT Description of a new species of Kuchordodes from Malaysia. This 
species is different in several points from the known HEuchordodes libel- 
lulovivens. On examining 15 male specimens of Gordiacea kindly sent by 
Dr. Basch from Malaysia, it was found that these horse-hair worms re- 
presented a new species which is referable to the genus H'uchordodes. A 
record of this new species is given in the present account. 


Family Chordodidae May 
Subfamily Chordodinae Heinze 
Euchordodes malaysiensis n. sp. 


' The body is very short and slender, measuring 55-137 mm long, 0.3-0.5 mm 
broad at the thickest portion. Anterior end is conical, terminally rounded. 
The color of the body is light brownish yellow or light brown; anterior tip is 
whitish and semitransparent. 

Characteristic of this species is its possession of special cuticular papillae 
as well as well-developed bristle-rows on the posterior end. 

Cuticle. Provided with two kinds of papillae, finger-shaped processes and 
spines. 

First type of papillae (Figs. la and 2a): Higher and darker than the 
second type; usually occurring in pairs among the papillae of the second type, 
though occasionally found scattered singly or forming a cluster of 3-4 papillae. 
Oval in surface view (8-16 x in the major diameter), and conical in side view, 
rounded at the apex (5-12 4 in height); mostly provided with some short, fine 
hairs (Fig. 2a). Occasionally a slender process is found between the paired 
components (Fig. 1). 

Second type of papillae (Figs. 1b and 2b): Irregularly polygonal with 
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Fig. 1. Surface view of cuticle; the arrow shows the direction of the longitudinal 
axis of the body. Fig. 2. Side view of the papillae. Fig. 3. Side view of the papillae, 
showing a finger-shaped process. Fig. 4. Showing a spine. Figs. 5 and 6. Surface 
views of cuticle, showing a finger-shaped process and a spine respectively. a, b papillae 
of the Ist and 2nd type. Fig. 1 to Scale A; Figs 2-6 to Scale B. 


rounded corners in surface view; the major axis of the papillae is found to be. 
nearly perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the body. The papillae measure 
8-19 w in the largest width and 2-44 in height. Neither granules nor hairs can 
be found on the papillae, but a finger-shaped process (5-10 » long, Figs. 3 and 
5) or a spine (7-15 y long, Figs. 4 and 6) is found on some papillae of this type. 
Moreover, this type of process or spine occurs sparsely in the interpapillar 
furrows. 

Posterior end of the male (Fig. 7). The posterior end is not bifurcated, but 
provided with a shallow ventro-median furrow. The rows of the short bristles, 
which are situated on both sides of the cloacal opening, are long and broad in 
this species. The cloacal opening is surrounded by short bristles and a darker 
colored ring. 
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Fig. 7. Posterior end of male, oblique ventral view. 


Remarks. Euchordodes, established in 1937 by Heinze, has hitherto included 
only one species, Euchordodes libellulovivens. The new species from Malaysia 
is clearly distinguished from it by the possession of cuticular papillae different 
in form and arrangement, by the possession of finger-shaped processes, as well 
as by the well-developed bristle-rows on the posterior end. 

Host. Unknown; the worms were collected in a free-living stage. 

Types. Holotype: a male; collected by Dr. Paul F. Basch, July 15, 1963. 
Locality: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Paratypes: 14 males, the same collection 
data as the holotype. Types are preserved in the author’s collection. 

The author wishes to thank Dr. P.F. Basch, Institute for Medical Research, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, for sending these specimens. 


REFERENCE 


Heinze, K. 1937 Z. f. Parasit., 9, 272. 


NII-Electronic Library Service 


